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 ICRID INSIGHTS 
 

Advocating for best practices in interpreting by fostering relationships with the Deaf community 

and interpreting practitioners; to provide support, the development of equality, professionalism, 

and excellence within the profession of sign language interpreting throughout Indiana. 

From the President’s Desk - Colleen Geier, Ed.D., CI/CT, ICRID President 
Happy 2019!  I can hardly believe I’m saying that year; doesn’t seem possible.  So what’s 

going on with ICRID?  We are getting ready for the workshop on Saturday, January 26th, 

“The Right to Silence: Visual Interpretations of the Miranda Warning” presented by Ben 

Hall.  It looks like we’re going to have a really good group, thank you to everyone who 

worked so hard to set that up.  We’re also finalizing plans for ASR at the end of March so 

keep an eye out for more information about that. 

 

We are working on more ideas about how to develop mentoring options in Indiana, again 

watch for more information.  Also, give us information!  Let us know what you might be 

looking for as a newer interpreter or as someone planning to take the NIC or EIPA tests. 

If you are interested in being a mentor or have seen it done well somewhere, we’d love to have your input. 

 

Also, I’m excited that our board is so young!  Well, I am pulling the average age up quite a bit, but aside from 

me the board is made up of people who have started their careers at least in this century :-) and many who 

have started their careers in the past few years.  That is so powerful!  Those of us with many years of 

experience certainly have a lot to offer.  We’ve learned some hard lessons and, hopefully, we can help others 

avoid some of those mistakes.  On the other hand, many of us are starting to think about retirement, GASP! 

We need the younger interpreters to start working with us so they can take over the profession.  That’s 

another part of mentoring, we with experience can help younger interpreters become the workshop 

presenters and the leaders of the organization. 

 

When I started interpreting many people were like me; we sort of fell into interpreting some how.  Fewer 

people were trained in a college program, most were CODAs or had some connection to the Deaf community 

and were invited to start interpreting.  There is a lot of value in that, I wrote about that in my doctoral study, 

the way we used to be invited into this profession by the Deaf community, and the richness and honor of that 

invitation.  In some ways we have lost that as interpreter training shifted to academia.  Looking at it another 

way, we are seeing young interpreters who really understand the ethics needed in this profession, and who 

have more standardized ways of working.  We see fewer people who get stuck at a certain level of skill; these 

young interpreters have learned how to learn and improve!  It’s exciting to see them grow. 

 

On MLK day, one of our graduates, Mia Engle, came back to interpret and to meet with current students (last 

year our own ICRID VP, Becca Neithammer came to interpret homecoming).  Seeing one of my former 

students come back after 2 or 3 years of work is such a joy for me!  They grow so much and current students 

are in awe - it gives them hope that they can get there too. That’s why I’m excited to see so many young 
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interpreters become part of the board and get involved with ICRID.  That’s why I’m excited about mentoring.  I 

don’t know about all of you, but I stumbled my way through the first few years of interpreting.  I had to learn 

so many lessons the hard way; fortunately the Deaf people in my community were so gracious to me.  We, as 

an organization, have the opportunity and obligation to reach out to young interpreters and help them as they 

begin their journey.  We need to keep reaching out to each other as we all continue on our journey. 

 

I hope you are excited about a new year too.  Join us at our events, reach out to others who need support, be 

involved.  I would love to start a little corner of the newsletter for people to write in about someone who is 

helping them on their journey.  Wouldn’t that be uplifting to read?  You might write in about a teacher or a 

mentor who helps you get started.  Maybe write about a Deaf person who encourages you as you keep 

working on your skills.  You could write about one of these young interpreters who is working hard and doing 

a good job.  Or maybe about a particular workshop you attended that lifted you up and helped you feel good 

about what you’re doing.  There’s plenty of negative talk going on around our state and country right now, 

let’s start talking about the good things we’re seeing.  

 

I’ll start this off by talking about the college students from Goshen College and IUPUI who volunteered to help 

with the ICRID conference in October and the college student who asked if she could be a Member at Large 

while still a student (and she now is).  These “kids” are full of passion and energy.  They make me excited 

about interpreting all over again!  Thank you to all of our Indiana ITP students who volunteer and attend 

events, you really are our future! 

 

Now it’s your turn, tell me something good you’re seeing in our profession - I double dare you! 

 

Colleen 
 
“The secret message communicated to most young people today by the society around them is that they are 

not needed, that the society will run itself quite nicely until they - at some distant point in the future - will take 

over the reigns. Yet the fact is that the society is not running itself nicely... because the rest of us need all the 

energy, brains, imagination and talent that young people can bring to bear down on our difficulties. For 

society to attempt to solve its desperate problems without the full participation of even very young people is 

imbecile.”  

― Alvin Toffler 

 

  

From the Editor: 
 
Dear Reader,  
 
This edition features a fabulous article by our editorial staff on the things you carry every day with you. Your Everyday Carry, or 
EDC. If, after reading this article, you realize you have an item in your EDC that I didn’t list and others need to know about, send it 
my way! Tell me about that indispensable tool that you would absolutely be lost without. Something that’s not obvious is 
preferable. We all would be lost without our phones, planners, and the like. What useful additions do you have in your arsenal 
that others might appreciate as well?  Email it to me! My address is below. All submissions can be anonymous if you’re worried 
about scaring your colleagues by showing them just how prepared you are for any eventuality.  
 
Zach Evans, Editor of INSights 
editor@icrid.org 

2 



ICRID INSIGHTS                             January/February 2019 

 
ICRID RAPS - A Monthly Multi-Site Discussion Group 
Some of us love getting together to discuss current articles and webinars and 
we do it all over the state at ICRID RAPS meetings.  We would love to see more 
of you involved and wonder what we can do to expand RAPS?  Here are some 
things that have been suggested, we'd love to know what you think.  You can 
respond to these ideas or suggest other things at raps@icrid.org 

● set up more online dates for RAPS 
● alternate traditional RAPS with an Ethics discussion - have a topic 

each time and interpreters can bring their own ethical dilemmas and 
questions to discuss with the group 

● include articles on specific topics - what do you want to learn about? 
● change the format completely to some other kind of discussion group 
● change the times/days or even locations when the RAPS groups meet 

If you have ideas for RAPS or other discussion groups please let us know at RAPS@icrid.org 
 
Colleen Geier 
ICRID RAPS coordinator 

 

 
Save the Date for the Annual Silent Retreat! March 29-30, 2019 
 
It’s that time again! Please mark your calendars and spread the word about 
ICRID’s Annual Silent Retreat! This year, the ASR will be held at Camp Mack, 
which is between Goshen and Warsaw in the northern part of the state. This is 
a great opportunity for students and new interpreters to immerse themselves 
in ASL and really get to know the medium, and each other for a fun-filled day 
of silent activities.  

 
 

 
What’s in your arsenal? The interpreter’s EDC.  

By Zach Evans 
 
When you’re going around, doing your thing, living the ‘terp life, you need stuff. You need tools. This is your 
arsenal to tackle the mundane, as well as the extraordinary, tasks that life and work throw at you. You carry 
these things around with you everywhere and every day. This is your “every day carry” or EDC. Everyone has 
something different. Some people can fit it all in their pockets, others need 3 different bags to schlup around 
their stuff.  
 
I wanted to start a conversation about this, since being prepared is not just for boy scouts any more. You just 
might save someone’s life (literally or figuratively) by carrying some of these things around. I’d love to hear 
what is in your EDC that others might not think about. If you think of something I didn’t include, email me! I’m 
doing a follow-up article to this in the next edition, and I’ll include as much as I can. I am not receiving 
compensation from any of the companies that make these items for talking about their products.  
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Storage Clipboard  
Working in a school, as I do, I get handed papers quite often. Sometimes I need 
to keep them, and sometimes I don’t. For those that I need to hold onto, and 
don’t want to get scrunched in the bottom of my messenger bag, I use this 
clipboard. It is also handy for getting signatures on the fly, writing where there is 
no table, and storing papers safely until I can get them where they need to go.  

 
 

Multi-pen 
I color code things in my planner and sometimes I use the colors 
for special emphasis. These are really handy, and they last a long time since it’s 4 pens in one. 
Well, as long as you don’t mind writing in red or green when the blue and black run out.  
 
 

 
 

The Noah fidget toy  
I’m kinda fidgety. I’m also kind of scatterbrained. So, I need a little unobtrusive thing to 
keep my hands busy when I’m not interpreting, but I need to focus. This little thing does 
the trick nicely. It’s quiet, discreet, and fits in a pocket nicely. How I haven’t lost it by 

now, I’ll never know. I’ve jinxed myself now, haven’t I?  
 
 

Rocketbook  
We all want to save some paper. This is one way I try to do just that. It’s a 
reusable notebook that works sort of like a dry erase board. The great thing about 
this notebook is, you can scan it with an app on your phone, and upload that as a 
PDF to a digital storage space such as Google Drive or Evernote. When you fill it 
up, you can erase the entire book and use it over again.  
 

 

Boogie Board 
This is another tool that is good for on-the-fly writing. It’s a very low powered LCD screen 
with a stylus and a button for erasing the whole screen at once. I use it for quick math 
problems to show students how to do things, as well as just random notes I need. Very 
handy! 
 
 
Those are some of the more interesting things in my own EDC. All of these things can be 
found on the world wide web.  I would like to hear from you, our readers on what you 
carry around with you on a daily basis. What are some things you carry with you 
everywhere that you would feel lost without? What items have saved your life (literally or figuratively) on 
more than one occasion? This can also include things you carry in your car, since interpreters travel a lot. 
Please, send an email to editor@icrid.org with the names of your EDC items and any descriptions of special 
uses you have for that item.  
 

 
 
 

4 

mailto:editor@icrid.org


ICRID INSIGHTS                             January/February 2019 

 
We Need You!  

 
Do you enjoy reading this newsletter? If you’ve made it this           
far, we certainly hope so. Do you like to write in the comfort of              
your very own home, in your pajamas, fluffy slippers, and your           
favorite hoodie? Well, who doesn’t? Do you have thoughts         
about our profession? We sure hope you do! If you answered           
yes to any of these questions, please consider being an          
occasional contributor to INSIGHTS. This poor chimp can’t do         
it all on his own. Isn’t he cute? He’s been dying to take a              
vacation for about a year, but no humans want to help him.            
Please, think of the chimps! Also, think of their editor! He can            
only take so many articles about bananas….  
 
 
#chimplivesmatter  #staystronglittlechimp   #uselesshashtags   #thisisntevensocialmedia 
 
 

 

Upcoming Local and Regional Workshops 

Indiana:  
Various dates & Locations: ICRID RAPS 
February 23: Heartsaver First Aid CPR AED Workshop 
February 23: Can I interpret music?  
March 9: Spring into Fingerspelling  
March 9: The Ally in You Advocating with the Deaf Community 
March 9: Get Educated on the EIPA 
March 30: Interpreting Conversations and Personality 

Ohio:  
February 2: Interpreting in Healthcare Settings 
February 23: The Evolution of Ohio Signs 
February 23: Effective : It Starts with Prep! 
February 27: Work-Life Balance for Interpreters 
February 28: Implications of Team Interpreting in Healthcare 
March 2: PASL THAT! 
March 7: Deaf Gain: Raising the Stakes for Human Diversity 
March 30: National Certification: A Glimpse at Preparing 

Illinois: 
None During February or March 

Kentucky:  
February 23: Ethical Considerations of Interpreting Sensitive 
Material  
March 22: Becoming The Ideal Interpreter  
March 22: Advanced Medical Interpreting – The Process 
March 23: Advanced Medical Interpreting – The Science 
March 23: Interpreters as Allies in Substance Use Recovery 
March 23: Advanced Medical Interpreting – The Mechanics 
March 23: The Emotionally Intelligent Interpreter 

Michigan: 
February 15-17: DHHS silent weekend  

March 9-10: Advanced Medical Interpreting series 

Minnesota: 
February 1: SI: Addiction Recovery 

February 4: Intro to MH But I Don't Do Mental Health 

February 28: Film Study: The Silent Child & Shakespeare 

March 2-4: Whole Lotta Workshops series  

Tennessee:  

March 13: Vocational Rehabilitation Terminology Workshop 

              Thanks for reading! 
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https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=155289eb-b1a5-4556-bff7-bd322d3b6ac4
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=785c5209-979f-49f8-8467-fbc87af3104f
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=f286a6b9-c969-43d5-9c8c-d9badd881396
https://www.deafhoosiers.com/interpretingworkshops
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=4991db9e-fdae-44c0-95bf-3ed119f07703
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=b75aad5f-2192-48e1-84b6-7c1e8b4b480d
https://www.affordablelanguageservices.com/resources/events/
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=6ad34278-5aec-4543-b18e-0645d8ff169e
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=f880df93-b764-40d6-99c7-4836a7811f29
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=34a573e0-3124-4349-8a2b-6e96f4329442
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=312c15b4-bbe4-4d66-86a3-1087efee7fa0
http://www.deafterp.com/Education.html
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=1cf7f28e-9f21-4179-8c13-c63c4ae67740
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=9ae8db37-0c5f-467f-a01d-7bf1f8777c90
https://aslie.eku.edu/events/ethical-considerations-interpreting-sensitive-materials-k-12-population-focus-crisis-response
https://aslie.eku.edu/events/ethical-considerations-interpreting-sensitive-materials-k-12-population-focus-crisis-response
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=40e19532-f4a1-4c3a-ba6d-2110a2974cf3
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=d3cdd171-b57c-4668-b978-663cddc194a1
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=00a4eab0-7a9a-4392-8272-2b3a6d13d909
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=ff493e93-d271-457e-998a-b918c6410309
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=cf67571e-b54e-4e69-9741-fb1efe12abfd
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=3627844e-8b8e-4413-a0a6-63a8b02994ee
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/silent-weekend-2019-asl-full-immersion-tickets-53451535983
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advanced-medical-interpreting-registration-54499801373
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=53cd3854-094f-4f80-8673-6581c9cfb76d
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=2f9cb35c-2f88-4f38-837c-148f6c7b8335
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=10ac7942-da69-40b4-975a-16e5ed4366a9
http://www.aleklev.com/minneapolis
https://myaccount.rid.org/Public/Search/WorkshopDetails.aspx?id=55fc7271-861f-4dbf-85a9-433503123b8f

